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Citi Professor Paws Program Aims to Inculcate Respect for Animals  
Added bonus is that students get to hone their English-speaking skills  

in a fun environment  
 

(Hong Kong) Primary school students aged nine to 11 years old will overcome their 
inhibitions around dogs and learn responsible pet care through an innovative Citi Professor 
Paws Program run by Animals Asia Foundation, a Hong Kong-based animal welfare charity, 
and sponsored by Citi. 
 
English native volunteers with teams of registered therapy dogs visit schools to conduct fun 
and interactive sessions to help children to overcome their fear of dogs, instill in them 
kindness and compassion for the animals while simultaneously improving their English 
language and literacy skills. 
 
In urban Hong Kong, many children have limited or no opportunities to come into contact 
with dogs.  As such, they often have misconceptions and are fearful. The Citi Professor 
Paws Program aims to provide the children with a conducive environment to interact with 
well-trained dogs and learn about treating dogs with kindness and respect.   
 
Mr. Sim Lim, Citi Country Officer, Hong Kong, says, "It's been our pleasure to sponsor the 
Professor Paws Program organized by the Animals Asia Foundation.  The program helps 
local primary students improve their English-language and literacy skills and also teaches 
them about the proper care of animals.  At Citi, financial education is our key focus but 
teaching our kids about responsibility is equally important.  I hope with this joint effort of Citi 
and Animal Asia, we can bring Citi Professor Paws Program to more schools in the future, 
so that more kids can benefit.” 
 
The Citi Professor Paws Program is timely in view of the increasing number of animal 
cruelty cases.  With Citi’s sponsorship, the program will reach over 1,400 primary students 
this academic year.   It is also the first animal program to be included on the agenda of the 
Government’s English festival 2007. 
 
The program has the added benefits of helping the students increase their self-confidence 
and pro-social behavior and learn English in the process as kids are often excited and 
eager to learn more about the dogs from the volunteers who are English native speakers. 
 



Animals Asia's Animal Welfare Development Director Anneleise Smillie said, "We are 
thrilled to be teaming up with Citi to expand the scope of our successful Professor Paws 
animal education program.  As the first project of its kind in Asia, Professor Paws offers 
schools a valuable and unique opportunity to develop students' English language skills, 
within an authentic and exciting framework, whilst promoting another example of the many 
ways that dogs can help our society.  By enabling children to have direct, positive contact 
with certified therapy dogs, Animals Asia and Citi are directly investing in a new generation 
of responsible, caring citizens, whilst giving hope to the many animals that lie forgotten. We 
are extremely grateful to Citi for their generous support and look forward to working with 
them for many years to come." 
 
The Professor Paws program was first launched in 2004 and over 4,000 children have 
graduated as Pet Cadets.  
 

### 
 
About Citi  
Citi, the leading global financial services company, has some 200 million customer accounts and 
does business in more than 100 countries, providing consumers, corporations, governments and 
institutions with a broad range of financial products and services, including consumer banking and 
credit, corporate and investment banking, securities brokerage, and wealth management. Citi's major 
brand names include Citibank, CitiFinancial, Primerica, Smith Barney and Banamex. Additional 
information may be found at www.citigroup.com or www.citi.com. 
 
About Animal Asia Foundation 
Animals Asia Foundation is a Hong Kong-headquartered charity, dedicated to ending cruelty and 
restoring respect for all animals in Asia.  
 
As well as “Professor Paws”, Animals Asia runs a number of other projects, such as Dr Dog, an 
innovative animal therapy programme. Dr. Dog sees over 300 “dog doctors” visiting hospitals, homes 
for the elderly, disabled centres and orphanages across Hong Kong, China, the Philippines, Japan, 
India, Taiwan and Malaysia, spreading unconditional love and warmth to people in need, while 
highlighting the positive role that companion animals can play in society.  
 
Animals Asia’s main project is its ongoing rescue of 500 farmed Moon Bears in China and campaign 
to end bear bile farming by working with the government and the local community. The rescued bears, 
many of which have spent years in tiny cages being agonisingly milked for their bile each day, are 
brought to a sanctuary for rehabilitation and lots of tender, loving care. To date, 219 bears have been 
saved from brutal farms in China. A similar project has been launched in Vietnam, where it has an 
agreement with the government to rescue 200 bears. 


